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December 19 Napoleon opened the Legislative
Body in person. He started from the Tuileries in
great pomp. The procession passed through the gar-
den, the Place de la Concorde, and over the bridge.
He got out of his carriage at the foot of the steps,
but was not received with the usual enthusiastic
applause. The Empress, accompanied by Queen
Hortense and surrounded by the officers of her house-
hold, was already in the gallery, opposite her hus-
band's throne. In the midst of a stony silence he
uttered a majestic but mournful speech, which was
more likely to discourage than to reassure his hearers.
"Brilliant victories," he said, "have adorned the
French arms in this campaign; unexampled defec-
tions have rendered these victories useless; every-
thing has turned against us. France itself would be
in danger, were it not for the energy and the har-
mony of the French. ... I have never lost my
head in prosperity, adversity would find me superior
to its assaults, I have often given peace to nations
that had lost everything. With a part of my con-
quests I have built thrones for kings who have aban-
doned me. I had conceived and carried out great
designs for the world's prosperity I . . . As. monarch
and father, I feel that peace adds to the security of
thrones as well as to that of families. Negotiation
have begun with the united powers. I have consented
to the preliminary propositions which they presented.
I had hoped that before the opening of your session,
the Mannheim Congress would have assembled; but